
 

 

 
 
 

Annual General Assembly 

4 June 2020 at 19h00 -21h00 
Hosted via ZOOM meetings 

Annual General Assembly Agenda:  

1. Welcome 

2. Attendance list, proxy votes and apologies for absence 

3. Approval of the agenda 

4. Approval of the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Assembly 

5. President’s report 2019-20 including the National and International Match 
Programme  

6. Presentation of the financial report and approval of the accounts 

7. Member Agenda Items (2) 

8. Discharge of outgoing Committee members from their obligation 

9. Presentation of candidates for the Committee 2020-21, followed by the election of 
incoming Committee members 

10. Approval of membership: Honorary Members 

11. In Remembrance - Carmela Vonlanthen di Nenna 

12. Any Other Business 

13. Closure of Meeting 

 



 

 

President’s Report 2019-2020 

 

 
 

I am writing this report during a particularly difficult and challenging time for many of us, a time that has 
perhaps made us all slow down, take a breath and realise how lucky we are to be where we are and to 
be able to do what we can do. This period of uncertainty may have also highlighted how important family 
and friends and our Netball community are to us and that by sticking together, by supporting each other, 
by encouraging, motivating and challenging each other, great things can be achieved. 

We have amongst us, in our netball family, some very promising film-makers and creative imagination 
in abundance. Many social media posts have made numerous hearts smile during this unprecedented 
time. The power of persuasion is strong and your posts showing how to exercise for fun, both inside 
and outside, in a limited space were inspirational. Some of you set challenges for your club members, 
others encouraged members to post daily activities and others were simply active on social media just 
checking everyone was OK – whatever you did, you did it for the love of your club, the love of the sport, 
the love for each other and the support was exceptional. 

Many events in the calendar were unfortunately cancelled due to the closure of sporting venues and 
following the rules set in place by the Federal Council as a result of the COVID-19 situation. This was 
something that was beyond our control. Our aim is to reschedule some of these cancelled events during 
the year but as time passes and the uncertainty as to when sports centres will re-open and allow team 
sports to play, contact sports such as ours, we cannot say when this will be. We are in touch with the 
authorities and when we know more, we will share it with you. 

Of course there is so much good to report before events were stopped. 

Our plan last year to launch our new website and the CHF 30.- individual licencing fee was put on 
hold primarily due to the lack of volunteer time. We are delighted to say that the website is coming on 
leaps and bounds and we are hoping to launch it in June. The website is a critical tool for resources 
and information from Statutes to Competition. Kindly note that all the information in the website had to 
be initially complied and uploaded. This is an incredibly labour intensive and hugely time-consuming 
task and is painstakingly slow. We also had to ensure that the membership platform fitted seamlessly 
into the new website allowing individuals to sign up. This also took additional time to be set up by 
Finance to ensure all details are safe and secure and that all technical requirements were there. The 
platform is complete and TIQ2, a locally sourced company, is working with us on this. The individual 
licencing fee will be launched with the website and people will be encouraged to sign up for the new 
season. A volunteer has come forward, Josie Savou-Waqanivalu, to compile the Newsletter for 
Members. Once the website is up and running, signing up for courses will also be online, helping 
streamline the registration process. On this note, I would like to mention Louise Goddard who works 
tirelessly in front on her computer, on the phone, in meetings with various stakeholders to ensure the 
smooth delivery of the website when we are ready to launch. It is phenomenal to think that we have 
been able to do what we have done so far and that is thanks to Louise and her outstanding commitment 
and dedication to Swiss Netball. Thank you Louise from us all. 

Our visibility has greatly improved over the last 12 months with respect to social media. Industry 
experts and a PWC report says that Instagram in the most powerful platform for reaching consumers 
digitally. We now have over 1000 putting us ahead or equal to other Netball Europe Challenge countries. 
Our growth in this field is outstanding and is essential for attracting sponsors and telling our unique 
Swiss Netball Story. We are so very young compared to other European Netball Associations and we 
have come so far in such a short amount of time. Our social media platforms inspire a drive to clubs, 
promotes competition and as we have seen recently, encourages and supports members to be 



connected. Some of our videos have had unbelievable view ratings – some reaching 22K which is 
essential for reach and is what potential sponsors look at. 

As an Association, we know there are many areas where we can improve and one of these is posting 
in Swiss National languages. This is essential to grassroots marketing and telling our unique Swiss 
story. Social media is time-consuming and we are looking for people to support this field. It is critical 
that we find a dedicated person for Twitter and other volunteers who can post in our National languages 
creating a multilingual social media platform. If you feel you can support our social media in any way, 
we encourage you to come forward. 

It must be noted here too that Louise Goddard moved from being Secretary to our Communications 
Lead. However, the Secretary role is yet to be concretely filled and at present Louise is managing the 
two roles which is unsustainable. 

Gill Whitty-Collins stepped down from the Committee in January 2020 due to lack of volunteer time, Gill 
brought passion and drive, she championed female empowerment and was our Strategic Plan Lead. 
Monica Brebner moved from being our Finance Officer in 2020 to Head of Sponsorship. Our new 
Finance Officer is Simon Coburn who will keep a close eye on our finances.  

Last year we were very lucky to be able to deliver netball in three local Swiss Primary Schools which 
was an initiative that took many years to materialise. The courses were all funded by Swiss Netball, 
providing all the equipment required including a Netball dossier which included rules and drills so the 
schools could continue teaching netball. We also subsidised the various netball coaches who stepped 
forward to coach. The feedback we received was very positive and in the 2019 AGM, we asked you, 
our Members if you were all in support of the programme. You all agreed so we signed up again this 
academic year. This is fundamental in growing netball in the country – by delivering netball to young 
Swiss athletes. This year, a volunteer, Mr Jeremy de Friend came forward to take on the role of Schools 
Programme Director. Jeremy worked alongside our Operations Lead, Salotè bringing enthusiasm and 
drive to this role. However, this year we struggled to meet the coaching requirements for the Schools 
programme. This was a huge upset and a real eye-opener to the situation we have at hand. We do not 
have enough in-country coaches to support the schools programme. The concept is fantastic, it is 
essential to our growth but to be able to deliver the programme, we need support from you, our 
Members. It is easy to agree to something, to sign up for something but then not to be involved. Once 
we are able to comfortably deliver in one canton, we can start the process in another but until we can 
demonstrate to the canton our ability to deliver, we can’t progress further. We kindly ask you all to think 
hard about this initiative as without your buy-in, we are unable to deliver. Swiss Netball believes it is the 
way forward, one stepping stone in the right direction in becoming a recognised sport in this country. 
To meet this aim, we must all work together for the betterment of the sport.  We would like to thank 
Jeremy for taking on this role and for approaching clubs for volunteers. We would like to add here that 
a coaching dossier and advice on delivering the three sessions to each school is provided in advance 
to anyone who in interested in coaching in the schools. 

Following this, we recognise that coaching workshops and indeed a Swiss Netball coaching 
qualification is instrumental to our growth. Swiss Netball is yet to finalise our very own coaching course 
which is written in line with Jeunesse et Sport, one of the Associations who we need to gain recognition 
of our Sport. The reason as to why we have yet to finalise the course is that we do not have a volunteer 
who is willing to take the project on and work with Jeunesse et Sport. We, the Board, are at maximum 
capacity and we are simply unable to take on any additional work. We appeal to you here, if there is 
anyone who would like to be involved in this great initiative then please step forward. Once the 
programme has been finalised and approved by Jeunesse et Sport, then the Association can move 
forward and attain Swiss Netball qualified coaches. 

For Officiating, a successful Introduction to Umpiring Course was held in December 2019 delivered by 
Swiss Netball Tutors Karen Bugeja and Helen Ashton.  The course was extremely well received with 
many candidates looking forward to progressing to the next step in their umpiring development. 

We have been working with Netball Europe and are pleased to announce that from February 2020, the 
written assessment for the C Award will be taken online.  Whilst at this time of the development, it is 



only available to take online in English, candidates wishing to sit the written assessment paper in French 
are still able do so on the day of the theory course or at a later date with an invigilator.  With the new 
INF Rules of Netball 2020 edition being implemented in Switzerland from 1st September 2020 and 
working alongside Netball Europe, Swiss Netball will continue the translation of the confidential exam 
papers to encourage many other umpires to step forward.  

We are wholly committed to improving the standard of play and officiating in this country by delivering 
our Swiss Netball Pathway, from the Introduction to Umpiring to the Netball Europe C and B Award 
courses, with excellence, as well as trying to support all our active umpires in the country. 

We currently have 32 C Award and 5 B Award umpires actively registered with Swiss Netball and look 
forward to increasing this number next season with our officiating course offerings.  We are sincerely 
thankful to each and every one of our umpires who has supported National Squad training weekends, 
Swiss Netball League matches, our Junior Clubs Tournament and match play days this season, as well 
as umpiring their local teams.  Congratulations also to Bronwyn McGinity on passing her B Award 
written assessment in November.  We look forward to her successfully completing the remaining 
elements of the course and becoming a fully qualified B Award umpire. 

It was with regret that Karen Bugeja and Linda Gummery took the decision to step down from their roles 
as Swiss Netball Tutor and Assessors.  They have played a vital role in officiating here in Switzerland, 
improving the level of umpiring and assisting in many key events. We would like to thank them for their 
contributions and passion in this area over the past years.  We wish them all the very best in their future 
endeavours. 

We would also like to thank Helen Ashton, Swiss Netball Tutor for all she does in supporting umpiring 
in Switzerland, both tutoring and umpiring. We would also like to greatly thank Carol d’Alberti for 
everything she is doing for our Officiating both on and off the court. 

Competitive and non-competitive match play has been noted as essential to our clubs allowing all 
players to take to the court in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. This netball year, there were three 
junior match play days organised with great attendance. Special thanks go out to both Jura Girls Netball 
Club and Aubonne Girls Netball Association (AGNA) who organised all three between them. We held 
two Senior match play days that were attended by Meinier Netball Club, Geneva International Netball 
Club (GIN) and Lausanne Netball Club. During these match plays, the 2018-2019 League plates were 
presented. Swiss Netball League had a promising start in January 2020 with eight teams entering the 
two divisions. Unfortunately, the league has been cancelled for this year, and the new league will start 
in September 2020. However, the 2019 Junior Clubs Tournament (JCT) took place with some 
outstanding results. For the first time in their history, AGNA won not just one but two categories – this 
shows how netball is developing in clubs in Switzerland due to hard-work, great coaching and motivation 
of both players and staff. We would like to congratulate AGNA on their success at the JCT and we look 
forward to seeing them on court again at the 2020 JCT. We would like to thank Meinier Netball Club for 
co-organising the successful 2019 JCT with us, for our two excellent Tournament referees, Karina Rossi 
and Victoria Nahmany and for the ‘runners’ who keep everything on time, Santina and Valentina Rossi. 
The 2020 Peppermill was also cancelled due to COVID19. Our sincere thanks go to Saloté Waqanivalu 
for being the backbone to these events and for leading in a calm and composed manner. 

Our Avenir Suisse programme continued in September 2019 training with and alongside the National 
Squad, attracting more athletes all the time. This is another way of delivering netball to young players 
with limited access to our beloved sport. We are delighted to say that Moniek Van Rossum, a former 
Loughborough Lightning player, has been appointed the Lead Coach for the Avenir Suisse.  We are 
still looking for a Team Manager for our Avenir Suisse programme. If anyone is interested in becoming 
a Team Manager then this is the ideal opportunity to gain experience and understanding of the role and 
of the commitment required.  

Our 2019 U17 National Squad won Gold in the Netball Europe Challenge Championships promoting 
our U17 National Squad to the Championship Division for 2020. This was a first for Switzerland, a totally 
new territory and an experience never to be forgotten. There was apprehension from many of you about 
this challenge and we are delighted to say that all the athletes, the support staff and our faithful and 



ever-present, cow-bell ringing supporters rose to the challenge with pride, dignity and learnt vast 
amounts every step of the way. All the time invested by the athletes, the coaches, the support staff and 
indeed parents was evident in the team bonding and spirit of our National Squad. We must mention 
here, the Martinelli family who supported Swiss Netball’s live-streaming at the Netball Europe 
Championship, There was no live streaming of the Netball Europe Competition other than by Swiss 
Netball and we were picked up and thanked by the other Netball countries participating – Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and Wales. Swiss Netball will continue petitioning Netball Europe for live coverage 
with commentators at their events as it is an essential link between family, friends, coaches and 
athletes. 

In 2019 we held trials for U19/U21 and the Open Team. The turn-out and later on down the line, the 
commitment from some of our Open Team athletes was unfortunately not quite what we and our 
Coaches were expecting due to work commitments amongst other things so we were unable to 
guarantee that we could field a competitive team in the Netball Europe Championships for yet another 
year. This was upsetting for our Coaches and athletes who had committed to and who attended every 
session. We have taken note here that we are still not ready in our stage of development to recreate 
the Open Team despite our best intentions. We have learnt that we need to set the foundations first 
and then build. We did however coach, train and field our very first U19 National Squad entering the 
first ever European Invitational Competition hosted by Netball Ireland and co-organised with Swiss 
Netball. We again live-streamed the event with the support of Louise and Chloe Learwood. We won a 
very happy silver. Our intention is to host something similar this year depending on what Netball Europe 
can offer us in this age category. If we are to host, we need club support and buy-in. We can do it, we 
have the knowledge and expertise, we have the athletes and the determination but we need you as 
well. 

On this note, we would like to say a huge thank you to Samantha Brightman who was our National 
Squad Head Coach for 6 years. Sam sadly stood down from her position in November 2019 due to new 
commitments in the UK. She missed family reunions, birthdays, weddings – you name it, she missed it 
all for Swiss Netball. Her dedication to us from the very first day was unquestionable; her passion to 
improve our standard of play, to deliver what we needed and to inspire and develop other coaches was 
remarkable. We thank you Samantha Brightman for everything you did for us, for putting us on that map 
and for showing other netballing nations that we are a force to be reckoned with. You did it all with a 
smile and you made our dreams turn into reality. We would also like to say a huge thank you to Laura 
Kehoe who stood down as U17 Lead Coach in November 2020. Laura has been on this long journey 
with us over many, many, many years. She was part of the Open Team when we stepped onto the 
world-ranking ladder; she was assistant coach to three of our National Squad Head Coaches over 
several years and took over as the U17 Lead Coach. Laura demonstrated what can be achieved through 
hard work, strength and thinking outside the box. She brought a new dimension to the coaching team 
with her natural ability to change drills depending on the situation, seeing the potential in each athlete 
and demanding excellence at every training session. Laura Kehoe, thank you from everyone who you 
helped on their netball journey from club to national team here in Switzerland. 

With both Sam and Laura stepping down, we advertised for new coaches and we are delighted to say 
that we appointed Vanessa McErlain-Naylor as National Squad Head Coach. Vanessa is an 
experienced high-level coach who brings fresh and creative ideas to the National Squad. We also 
appointed Caroline Bouillard, Sarah Irwin and Moniek Van Rossum as National Squad Assistant 
Coaches. We welcome them all to the National Squad Management Team and we are looking forward 
to watching them in practice in the not too distant future. We would also like to thank our National Squad 
Support Staff, Natalie Peperell and Laura Innes who were our U17 National Squad Trial selectors. The 
support, advice and outstanding willingness and commitment to support us and to be there 
demonstrates how the netball family really is a family. Thank you. 

Less eye-catching but supremely important is sound governance. Swiss Netball are very proud of their 
high-level governance as this underpins our every step. Netball Europe have congratulated us on more 
than one occasion for our clear and comprehensive reports and feedback, our support to other 
‘developing countries’ with their governance and our keen eye to detail. 



In October, players from Zurich and Geneva travelled to Amsterdam to take part in a very successful 
Amsterdam Netball Tournament. They entered two teams and one team, comprising mainly Zurich 
players qualified to play in the ‘Plate’ competition and after a nail-biting final, won the top spot. Well 
done and congratulations to all the players that took part in the tournament. 

Swiss Netball is continuing to support the International Netball Federation (INF) with the updated rules 
in French. These can be found on the INF website. Netball Zurich have almost finished the translation 
of the INF rules into German and once they are completed, we will let you know. They will also be 
available on the INF website. 

My sincere thanks go to Committee colleagues 2019-2020 who go way beyond what is expected. Every 
one of them gave up hours and hours of their spare time, answering your questions, solving issues, 
attending committee meetings, updating documents, representing Swiss Netball at events, to list just a 
few. It is hard to comprehend what goes on behind the scenes to deliver what we deliver when we are 
so few. You all stepped up this year and supported other areas where we needed support. That is true 
team-work and for that I am immensely grateful. Thank you everyone: Monica Brebner, Finance and 
Sponsorship; Simon Coburn, Finance; Carol d’Alberti, Officiating Lead; Louise Goddard, 
Communications and General Secretary; Victoria Nahmany, Vice-President and Governance; Saloté 
Waqanivalu, Operations; Gill Whitty-Collins, Development.  

Thank you to you all for your support of netball over the past year. Our plans for 2019/20 were almost 
100% achieved despite the netball year stopping so abruptly. The new committee will revisit the plans 
and set actions to achieve what we set out to do. We are a small Governing Body and I will reiterate 
what I have said before, we need to walk before we can run, set the foundations before we build the 
walls. We have so many ideas and we need to learn to step back and look at the bigger picture before 
we commit to doing what is virtually impossible without our Members’ support.  

Whilst we fully appreciate it may still be a long and challenging road ahead, Swiss Netball very much 
look forward to the time when we can safely relaunch our wonderful sport and enjoy our netballing 
communities again in Switzerland. 

 

 

 

 

Emma Connolly 

Swiss Netball President 

  



Swiss Netball International and National Match Programme 2020-2021 

 

International: 

• U19 European Invitational Competition: TBC 
• Netball Europe U17 Championships: 05-07 March 2021 

 

National: 

Swiss Netball Match Play (Juniors and Seniors) 

Venues TBC 

• Saturday 26 September 2020: Juniors 
• Saturday 17 October 2020: Juniors 
• Sunday 29 November 2020: Seniors 
• Saturday 16 January 2021: Seniors 
• Saturday 06 February 2021: Juniors 
• Saturday 07 February 2021: Seniors 

 

Junior Clubs Tournament: Sunday 01 November 2020 

Peppermill Challenge Cup: Sunday 28 March 2021 
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